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Chelmsford Rugby Football Club newsletter No.56 

 

Chairman’s message: 
 
Dear Club Member, 
 
Welcome to the latest newsletter from Chelmsford Rugby Football Club.  As the summer 
holidays get underway, things have been busy at the Club with pre-season training having 
started and various Clubhouse maintenance and cleaning projects being undertaken in 
preparation for the season. 
 
I am proud to have been elected as the new Chairman of the Club at the AGM in May, 
succeeding Kulvinder Cheema who has held the position for the last 3 years. Under Kidder's 
leadership the Club has made some significant advances both on the field and behind the 
scenes, and I am sure you will join me in expressing to Kidder the gratitude of all at the Club 
for his hard work as Chairman.  The challenge going forward is to build on the recent success 
and take the Club to the next level. 
 
By way of introduction, I have been a member of the Club for over 15 years during which 
time I have been involved with the Mini, Youth and Senior sections of the Club.  For a 
number years I have been a member of the Club's Management Committee, firstly as Youth 
Chairman and more recently as Club Vice Chairman. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at the Club during the forthcoming season and if you have 
any questions or suggestions for improvement, please do speak to me or any other member 
of the Management Committee. We want to make sure that all members across each 
section of the Club, from Minis, Youth through to Senior and Ladies, feel welcome and part 
of the Club, regards and best wishes. 

Richard Payne, Chairman  
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   ‘Many Minds One Heart’ 
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Senior news: 
Pre-season has started in earnest and returned to Coronation Park in late July. All senior 
men and women are welcome and any new players please feel free to introduce yourselves 
to the coaches or players on a Tuesday or Thursday evening. Please ensure you arrive and 
warm up beforehand for a prompt start at 7.30pm. Senior warm up games will be on: 
 

 13th August away to Rochford v Chelmsford 1s and 2s 

 27th August away to Tunbridge Wells v Chelmsford 1s and 2s 

 The first London North 1 League game will be on the 3rd September away to 
Thurrock. Games for the 3s and Vets will be announced once confirmed.  

Eddie Gooby, Director of Coaching 
 
Well done to Billy Walker: 
Billy started his rugby at Chelmsford RFC; during his youth days he progressed onto Saracens 
and joined their academy structure. Billy participated in the U20 World Cup this summer 
and was involved in every game as England U20 ran out eventual winners. 
 
Billy and his parents have sacrificed a lot for him to have had this success. Billy also took 
time out prior to the tournament and training to present trophies at our 40th Mini Festival. 
So, we all at Chelmsford RFC congratulate Billy on a remarkable achievement and wish him 
continued success. 
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Youth and Mini achievements: 
U16: 
18 Boys from our U16 went to the DPP trials in June and we had 14 selected. A fantastic 
achievement for the whole squad, the boys who went through are; 
 
Joe Wood, George Bowen, Gabriel Marsden, Hamish Paulin, Owen Swann, Josh Turner, 
Elliott Snooks, Sam Spink, Henry Wood, Jon Cubitt, Marlon Hawkridge, Sam Farrow, and 
Danny Ronald, Noah Pothen. 
 
RFU Age Grade Rugby: 
Following a four year review of rugby for under 18’s, led by the RFU, in consultation with a 
wide cross section of the game; Age Grade Rugby will roll out from September 2016.    
 
Age Grade Rugby is based on the principles of player centered, development driven and 
competition supported.  The wants and needs of young people will be at its heart.  It will put 
player enjoyment above all else to keep more young people enjoying the game for longer 
and into their adult years. Age Grade Rugby will ensure:  

 Consistent age bandings and incremental player progressions for all age 
grade rugby  

 A nationally consistent playing menu and calendar that increases inclusivity, 
clarifies player priorities and dovetails club, school, college competitions 

 An integrated England Rugby Player Development pathway and 
representative framework  

 Training and Continuous Professional Development for coaches, referees, 
parents, teachers and others. 

The new updated brochure is complete – Brochures will be given out at the start of the 
season.  The document includes confirmation of all the rules of play and competitive menu 
and helpful information to keep our player’s safety at the front of everyone’s minds.   
  
We will continue to keep the updates coming over the summer and more detail as ever can 
be found at www.englandrugby.com/agegraderugby.  Regulation 15; The Age Grade 
regulations for 2016-17 have been completed and will be uploaded 
to englandrugby.com/regulations shortly.  Please see attached the final version of 
Regulation 15.  Also attached is the new “beefed up” guidance to support its 
application.  This is an interactive document to allow easier navigation.  There are changes 
to the regulation and guidance that relate to the rollout of Age Grade Rugby in September. 
 
Please remember to pass on this information to other parents and players, so that everyone 
is informed and ready to enjoy another great season in 2016-17.  
 
 

http://www.englandrugby.com/agegraderugby
http://englandrugby.com/regulations
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Coaching news: 
With safety paramount for all players we are requesting any adult involved in coaching at 
the club at whatever level completes the RFU Coaches ‘Head Case’ on-line course which can 
be completed within 20 to 30 minutes and a certificate provided. The training promotes the 
identification and actions around concussion on the field of play and during training. It 
clearly sets put the parameters for the referees and coaches. It is something vital and one 
aspect of the game we cannot afford to ignore. Please follow the link below and complete 
the training before the August 31st. If there are any issues please contact me via e-mail, 
kiddercheema@gmail.com                                   
 
Step 1: Go to RFU website http://www.englandrugby.com/ 

Step 2: Go to link http://www.englandrugby.com/my-rugby/coaches/game-safety/ 
Step 3: Go to and click on Coaches and concussion, see below 
http://www.englandrugby.com/medical/concussion-awareness/coaches/ 
Step 4: Complete on-line course and print of certificate and email me once complete. 

Kulvinder Cheema, Coaching Co-ordinator 
 
200 Club:  

The 200 Club is a monthly draw that benefits all members of Chelmsford Rugby Club. The 

monies raised each month are split 50/50 between prize monies and the Development and 

Fund Raising Committee. We are continually looking for people to join and increase the 

membership. The cost can be as little as £5.00 per month. We wish to increase the prizes on 

offer and raise money to support the whole club. Many thanks for everyone’s continued 

support. Forms can be printed from the club website.    

 

May winners:   £100:  Hugh Morris      £51.50:  Tony Hoult 

June winners:   £100:  Pete Jordan       £56.50:  Mal Davies 

July winners:    £100:  Philip Taylor      £55.50:   Jerry Wormald 

 

If you wish to advertise or add any further news items, please contact me by 16th August 

2016 at kiddercheema@gmail.com      
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